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Welcome to the Electronic Version of Rotary Club of San Mateo’s Weekly Newsletter
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.SANMATEOROTARY.COM




​​​​Upcoming Programs
Nov 5
Thurs meeting re: Peninsula Ballet Theater with Lance Huntley. To tutu or not to tutu, that is the question. What will Lance Huntley wear when he talks about Peninsula Ballet Theatre?
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Nov 5 
Thurs all invited to  COG club  featuring Lee Osborne telling the fantastic story of  Rotary Hacienda and Floritas  132 units of low income senior citizen housing...to be held at Rotary Floritas, 27th ave one block west off El Camino at 7:30 -8:30 am
Nov 12
Jeanne Woodford, former warden of San Quentin

Announcement: Next Dine and Ditech will be Monday, Nov 9th, 530pm (no host cocktails), 630pm-ish dinner at Outback Steakhouse in Hillsdale Shopping Center. Please RSVP to Linda Asbury at Linda@SanMateoCA.org for either cocktails only or cocktails/dinner

Spinnings for Oct. 28, 2009

A FABULOUS FEAST
San Mateo and Foster City Rotary shared a rare joint meeting at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center and an even rarer Wednesday meeting Oct. 28, enjoying fellowship, the wonderful cooking of Ollie Pattum’s BQ crew from Foster City and a program presented by Brad Friedman’s incredible student actors from the San Mateo High School Drama Department.

Judging from the turnout, San Mateo Rotarians either got the message of the special meeting from the repeated imprecations of President Peter, heard that Ollie’s Crew would be cooking or knew of the very high performance standards of the high school students acting in San Mateo’s High’s production of Leader of the Pack, because it was a very good turnout. More than 100 gathered for the event.

The meeting format did not allow for the usual business, so there will be no news, announcements or tally of penalties levied.

AND AWAYYYYY WE GO

President Peter ushered guests into the cavernous Performing Arts Center

Foster City President Linda Grant, recovered from recent surgery, convened the proceedings with a welcome and presentation of two drama and dance scholarships to students Chloe Studebaker and Megan Lagapa. Chloe, a freshman, and Megan, a sophomore, will benefit by the first performing arts scholarships presented by the Foster City club.

Susan Lopez-Guerra led the Pledge of Allegiance and Steve Aker pronounced the invocation.
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San Mateo High School’s Drama Department has produced many, many performers who went on to professional careers. The next time you catch Beach Blanket Babylon, say hello to Shawna Ferris. You’ll recognize her by the Snow White costume. Look closely in the Blue Man Group for Peter Musante, son of San Mateo’s George Musante. This talent has come through under department chairman Brad Friedman tutelage, who introduced the performance of Leader of the Pack.

The musical story centers on Ellie Greenwich, songwriter responsible for many of the most memorable doo-wop, pop and rock hits of the 60s and 70s. She and husband Jeff Barry were responsible for the hits “Be My Baby” and “Baby I Love you” (the Ronettes), The Crystals’ “De Doo Ron Ron” and “Then He Kissed Me”, “Do-Wah-Diddy” and of course “Leader of the Pack” by the Shangri-Las.
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The luncheon program was a first act run-through of the drama department’s Oct. 29-Nov. 1 production of Leader featuring all the headliner performers. Though they’re high school kids, they look, sound, dance and act like seasoned pros in this production. The voice of Jasmine Martinez as Darlene Love is not to be believed. She’s prepared and due for the stage or screen immediately , belting out “Be My Baby”, “Wait ‘Til My Bobby Gets Home”, “Today I Met the Boy I’m Gonna Marry” and “Not Too Young to Get Married” like the original artist.

Tassa Markman and Trevor Meacham admirably carried the show as Ellie Greenwich and Jeff Barry. Tassa’s remarkable stage presence kept the plot, and the beat, up-tempo. Romance between Tassa and Trevor was so believable you wanted to break up the kiss after the first 60 seconds.  More than 90 students worked on this production, from stage crew to publicity to makeup to box office managers and assistants, from leads to chorus to choreography.

The cast deserves special mention, however. They included the afore-mentioned Jasmine, Tassa and Trevor, plus Rachel Burkert, Chelsean Meacham, Morgan Babbs and Anna Crosetti as the Ronettes; Jonny Stein, Alex Drinnan, Jeremy Venook and David Visini as songwriters; Lucy Duan, Nicole Hall, Madson Boggs and Sophia Cross as The Crystals and Marisa Bonahoom, Abbey Teitelbaum and Danielle Milano as The Shangri-las.

Name cast includes Mina Nilchian as Rosie Greenwich, Annie Livingston as Shelley, Kellie Freshour as Mickey, Eli Habeeb as Mile Lieber, Peter Kennedy as Jerry Stoller, Nicholas Wetherbee as Gus Sharkey, Taylor Prisk as Bobb B. Soxx and Ashley Arnold, Marissa Garcia, Natalia Garcia, Alyssa Leonard, Catrina Manahan, Lesley Mok, Roe Nomura, Emma Phillips and James Zongus as secretaries.

Alex Drinnan was Dick Clark, Erin Gerber was the waitress, Chelsea Meacham and Jeremy Venook were the Pas de Deux dancers and Mark Metzler was the DJ.

— Don Shoecraft, Editor
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE

Board — 2nd Thursday, 7:30 a.m.

Board meets at the Main Library

Program — 4th Friday, 7:30 a.m.

Program meets at Park Towers, 700 Laurel Ave.

COG — 1st Thursday, 7:30 a.m.

COG at Rotary Floritas - 99 27th Avenue, San Mateo
Subject to change — visit http:/www.rotary5150.org for latest information
MAKEUP SCHEDULE

MONDAY

Belmont, 12:15, Van’s Restaurant

Burlingame, 12:15, Sheraton Gateway

TUESDAY

Millbrae, 12:15, Green Hills CC

Pacifica, 7:15 am, Sharp Park GC

Peninsula Sunrise, 7:30 a.m., Harbor House Rest.

Redwood City, 12:15, Sequoia Club

San Francisco, Noon, Kensington Park Hotel

San Francisco Greater Mission, 7:45 am, Double Play Restaurant

WEDNESDAY

Daly City, 12:15, Marie Callender’s Restaurant

Foster City, 12:15, Crowne Plaza

Menlo Park, 12:15, Menlo Park Rec Center

San Bruno, 12:15, El Rancho Inn

San Francisco Bayview, 6 pm, So. Seafood Village

SFO Airport, 12:00, Firewood Café, Int’l Terminal

Woodside/Portola Valley, 7:30 am, Woodside Village Church

THURSDAY

Fisherman’s Wharf, 7:30 am, Franciscan Restaurant

Half Moon Bay, 12:15, United Methodist Church

So. San Francisco, 12:15, Basque Cultural Center

FRIDAY

San Carlos, 12:15, Piaceri Restaurant
